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Retired Airline Captain Christopher Brown Sets Out on Solo Flight from Montreal to Vancouver to 
Commemorate 75th Anniversary of First Canadian Transcontinental Flight 

 
On September 16, 2014, retired airline Captain Christopher Brown will set out on Arcadia Mission 2014, 

a solo flight mission from Montreal to Vancouver, commemorating the 75th anniversary of the first 

Canadian intercontinental flight.  Aboard Arcadia, a restored 1961 Beechcraft Bonanza, Chris will make 

stops in Ottawa, North Bay, Kapuskasing, Regina, Winnipeg and Lethbridge.  

Primarily a personal challenge fueled by a lifelong passion for flying, the mission is also a celebration of 

the great achievement of 75 years ago and the incredible advances in aviation technology since. It is 

meant to also draw attention to the many changes in the industry and to hopefully inspire future 

generations of pilots and flight aficionados.  

The mission will also have an educational component with school presentations in select layover cities.  

 
About Christopher Brown 
Christopher Brown learned how to fly during his senior year at Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania. His 

first flight-related job was with Laurentide, a fixed-base operator/flight school which had a shop at 

Cartierville Airport fueling planes and washing airplanes. He joined Air Canada in 1973, worked as First 

Officer for 14 years and as Captain for an additional 17. Since he retired at 60, in 2004 and has hardly 

remained idle since. He’s penned a novel, The Decline and Fall of Air Arcadia, which he hopes will 

resonate with readers. Not an autobiography, the book chronicles an era in Canadian air travel, a 

snapshot of a specific time and place. Christopher is currently training to re-qualify as flight instructor. 

He is dedicated to passing on to today’s youth the excitement of flight, along with its history so they can 

fully appreciate the great strides made in air travel over the years, and perhaps be inspired enough to 

want to be among those that will write the next chapter. 
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